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UNIT I. Family

I. Vocabulary

l.

Family - cembs
to come from a poor (rich) family — mpoucxonuts u3 6exHON

(6oratoii)

CeMbU
to support/to keep one’s family — conepxaTh cembto

. parents — poguTenn
. father — orerg

papa — marma
dad — mama, mamouka

. mother — matp

mamima — MaMa

. child — pebeHnoxk;

the only child — equHcTBeHHBIN peOCHOK

. childless — 6e3meTHBII

. childhood — nercTBO

. baby — pebeHok, MiaaeHelr
. first-born — nepBenen

. twins — OnM3HebI

. SON — ChIH

. SONNy — CHIHOK, CHIHUIIKA

. daughter — moup

. brother — 6pat

. grandfather — nemymka
grandpa — neaymika

. grandmother — 6a0ymka
grannie/granny — 0a0yika, 6aldycs
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24.

25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

42.

to die — ymepeTsb

3-

What did he die of? — Ot uero on ymep?

He died of cancer. — OH ymep oT paka.
orphan — cupora
adopt — YCBIHOBJIATB, yI0UEPSATH;
adopted child — mpuemHbIi CbIH WU 10U
stepfather — oTuum
stepmother — mauexa
stepson — NacbIHOK
stepdaughter — majguepuna
widower — BIOBeI[
widow — BoBa
relative - poJICTBEHHHUK
He has no living relatives on his father’s side.
relation — poJICTBEHHUK, POJCTBO
Is Pete any relation to you?
near/close relations — OJu3Kue POJACTBEHHUKH
distant relations — ganbHUE POICTBEHHUKH
uncle — gams
aunt - TeTs
nephew — MIeMsSHHUK
niece — MIEMIHHHUIIA
cousin — IBOIOPOJIHBIN Opat (cectpa)
marriage — Opak
to marry — >KeHUThCSI Ha KOM-JTH00, BBIXOTUTH 3aMYK
to be/to get married (to) — OBITH 3aMy»keM (’KEHATBIM ), )KEHUTHCS,
BBIXOJUTH 3aMYX 32 ...
Who are you married to?
When did you get married?
married - JxeHaTHIN

. V)
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52.
53.
54.

55.
56.
57.

58.
59.
60.
6l.
62.
63.
64.

65.

-4-
brother-in-law — 34Tb, mypun
sister-in-law — HeBecTKa, 30JI0BKa
age — BO3pacT
at the age of — B Bo3pacre ...
aged — OXXUITIOH, CTapHbIi
middle-aged — cpeaaux et
old — older — the oldest — crapsiii, cTapiie,camblii cCTapblii
How old are you? - ckonbko Bam Jjiet?
[am ... years old. — mHe ... jer.
elder — eldest — crapiie, camplii cTapiiuii (0 YieHax OJHON CEMbH)
elderly — moxxumnoi
grown-up — B3pOCIBIi
young — MOJIOJION
youth — MOJI0J10CTh, FOHOCTh
biography — 6uorpadus
name — UMs, Ha3BaHUE
What is your name? — Kak Bac 30ByT?
to name — Ha3bIBATh
The child was named after his father. — Pe6enok Obu1 Ha3BaH B

4CCThb

66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.

~ L

oTIIa.
surname — haMuIHs

to be born - ponuthes

to nurse — HAHYHUTH

to bring up — BOCIUTHIBATh
man — 4eJI0BEK, MyKUHlHa
boy — Manpuuk

woman (women) — XEHIIMHA
girl — neBouka, AeByIIKa

What are you? — Kto BbI ? (0 mpodeccun) — [ am a teacher.
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I11. Express the following in one word:
1. a son of one’s brother or sister; 2. a daughter of one’s brother or
sister; 3.two children born at the same time of the same mother; 4.a
son’s wife; 5.a daughter’s husband; 6.a family relation; 7.to offer
marriage; 8.an unmarried woman; 9.the day of one’s wedding; 10.to
separate a husband and wife by law; 11.a man who receives guests;
12.a woman who receives guests; 13.a person who is on an old-age
pension; 14.an unmarried man; 15.a very young child; 16.a woman who
has not married again after her husband’s death; 17. a man who has not
married again after his wife’s death; 18.a woman on her wedding day;
19. a marriage ceremony; 20. the union of a man and woman as

husband and wife; 21. to look after a baby.

IV. Form sentences from the table:

A grandmother
A grandfather

A granddaughter
A grandson

1S

I
is
one's daughter's or
son's son.
one's daughter's or
son's daughter.
one's father's or
mother's mother.
one's father's or
mother's father.

A stepmother
An aunt

An uncle

A nephew

A niece

A a1 ~ ;1

one's father's or
mother's brother

one's mother's second
husband.

one's brother's or

N 1 1
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V. Answer the questions:
1. Who are you? What are you? What is your name? When
were you born. Where were you born? What family do you
come from?

2.How old are you? Who is the eldest (the youngest) in your
family. How old is your mother (father, sister, etc.)? Is your
sister (brother)- older than you?

3. Do your parents live with you? Where do they live? What
are your parents?

4. Have you a grandmother or a grandfather? Do they live
with you? How old are they? Are they in good heath?

5. What other relatives have you got? How many relatives
have you got? How many uncles and aunts have you? What
are their names? What are they? Do you often see them? Have
you any nephews or nieces? Which of them is your pet and
why?

6. Are you married or single? To whom are you married? To
whom is your sister( brother) married?

VI. Read the dialogues. Make sure that every sentence is

clear to you. Learn one of the dialogues by heart.
1.

- Have you heard the latest news? - No. What's happened?

- Why, Brown has got engaged. He fell in love with a girl he
met at the Robertsons'. You know her. It's Jean O'Brian.

- Oh, yes, I remember her. But Brown! Well, I never thought
he would ever get married! Mary broke off their engagement a
few days before their wedding. And he was becoming a regular
old bachelor. - Well, let's hope he'll have better luck this time
than last.



Mr. Wells: Anne's a good girl, always bright and cheerful.
She's very intelligent. She and Jack are both interested in
serious things. And I like her manners.

-7-

Mrs. Wells: Jack wouldn’t go about with a girl whose
manners were bad! Anne’s good-looking, too.

Mr. Wells: Yes, she’ll be a daughter-in-law we can be proud
of. Mrs. Wells: They’ll be brave if they marry next year.
Even if Jack gets more money, they’ll have a struggle to make
ends meet at first.

Mr. Wells: We had a struggle when we married, didn’t we?
But we didn’t mind a few hardships’. Jack and Anne both have
courage. Anne’s not like some of the girls I know — selfish girls
who think of nothing but pleasure and enjoyment.

VII. Read the following dialogue and answer the questions after
it.

Jim: 1’d like to marry an intellectual woman.

Bill: Oh really? Why?

Jim: Because intellectual women are interesting.

Bill: Interesting? Oh what a child you are Jim! They aren’t
interesting. They are very dangerous.

Jim: Dangerous? Why?

Bill: Because it’s quite impossible to relax when they are at
home. Oh no, men aren’t happy with intellectual wives and
modern children.

Jim: Modern children?

Bill: Oh yes. With an intellectual wife everything modern:
dresses, principles, children, even dogs. It’s quite unbearable

for a normal man! And besides, mod ern women aren’t really



dangerous?

5. Is Bill consistent in what he says and does?

6.What expla nation does he give Jim when Jim says that Kate
is

also a modern intellectual woman?
7. What is your opinion on the subject?

-8-

VIII. Read the dialogue, answer the questions and act the
scene.
Family Life in England.
Anna: Is family life in England very different from fam ily
life in your country, Maria?
Maria: No, I don't think so. But I have noticed a few
differences.

Anna: Oh, such as what?

Maria: Well, for you the family 1s simply Mum, Dad and the
children.

Anna: You have a more extended family circle, do you?

Maria: Yes. It's quite common in Spain to a grand mother
and an unmarried aunt or uncle living in as part of the family.
And we wouldn't dream of sending an elderly relative to an old
persons' home, for instance.

Anna: You take care of the elderly relatives yourselves, |
gather.

Maria: Oh yes. It's the family's duty to look after an elderly
parent.

Anna: What about hospitalitv? Do vou think Enelish families



nowadays care to have such large families.

Maria: 1 suppose that's why in those days very few women took up
careers outside the home. They were too busy bringing up their families.

Anna: Yes, women weren't as free as they are today. They often had
to
marry men they didn't like and they were financially dependent on their
parents or their husbands.

Maria: 1 think family life is more pleasant today because it's freer
and more informal. At least today we're free to marry whoever we like
and to take up a job, if we wish.

Anna: That's true.

Questions on the dialogue.
1. Who is the dialogue between?

9.

2. What problem are Maria and Anna discussing?

3. Are they both English?

4. Is it quite common in England to have a grandmother living in as
part of the family? And in this country?

5. Do you think that English people have a less extended family
circle than we do?

6. Who takes care of the elderly relations in England? And in this
country?

7. Do English people do a lot of entertaining?

8. Is it customary to "drop in" without a previous invitation in
England?

9. How has family life changed in England in the last fifty years?

10. Have people large families nowadays?

11. Why couldn't women take up careers outside home in those
days?
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Peter: Ah, here it is. Now shall we start at the begin ning?

Mary: Here's an old photo of Mother and Father. They were
rather a nice couple, weren't they?

Peter: 1t's a pity people get old, isn't it?

Mary: And that's you, when you were a child isn't it?

Peter: 1 suppose so.

Mary: You were a funny little thing! And this again at the
age of five, playing with a dog.

Peter: Look! That's you, isn't it? You weren't very beautiful
yourself - a fat little girl with short pig tails and a sailor hat.

Mary: Look at this photograph! Do you recognize any body?

Peter: Here's aunt Margaret and uncle John. And that's their
son David.

Mary: Where is David? Which is he?

Peter: That one there. He's very tall, taller than his father.

Mary: Oh yes. And this is his younger brother Dick. He has
long curly hair.

-10-

Peter: Yes. And that's his sister Helen, next to him. She's
holding a big doll.

Mary: Where's Tom? Is that Tom?

Peter: Oh yes. He's standing behind aunt Margaret.

Mary: And that's Alice, isn't she?

Peter: Yes, she's sitting on a little stool.

Mary: But where is Aunt Margaret's elder son John?
Peter: He's probably taking the photograph.

Questions on the dialogue.

1. What do Mary and Peter want to do?

2. Where do they keep the family photo album?
3. Whose photo is placed first in the album?
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11. Describe the family photo of aunt Margaret and uncle
John.
12. Why isn't their elder son John in the photo?

X. Read the following dialogue, answer the questions and
retell it in indirect speech.

Introducing People to Different Members of the Family

(An evening party at the Browns' place.)

Mike: Hello, Sam, nice of you to come. Take off your coat,
will you, and let's go in. You haven't met my mother yet, have
you?

Sam: No, I haven't had the pleasure, but I've met your father,
don't you remember?

Mike: Oh, yes, of course. Ah, there's Mother, come on, old
boy. Mum, this is Sam Williams, a friend from the College.

Sam: How do you do, Mrs. Brown?

-11-
Mrs. Brown: How do you do? I'm glad to meet you. Will you
excuse me, please, everybody seems to come at once.
Sam: Certainly, Mrs. Brown.
Mr. Brown: Good evening, Sam. This is Sam, isn't it?

Mike: Yes, Dad, you met Sam at the College last month.
Mr. Brown: Oh, yes, of course, how are you?

Sam: Good evening, Mr. Brown. I'm fine, thank you. And
how are you?

Mr. Brown: Not too bad, my boy, not too bad. Let me
introduce you to my daughter. Oh, where's she gone? She was

here a moment ago. Oh, there she is! Ellen, come over here.
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Questions on the dialogue.

1. Who are the hosts of the party? At whose house does the
party take place?

2. What does Mike suggest that Sam should do first?

3. Who does Mike introduce Sam to?

4. What words does Mike say when he introduces Sam to his
mother?

5. What does Sam say?

6. What does Mrs. Brown say?

7. Sam needs no introduction to Mr. Brown, why?

8. Where did he meet Mr. Brown?

9. Who does Mr. Brown want to introduce Sam to?

10. Has Sam seen Ellen before? Where did he see her?
11. Why does Ellen say "What a coincidence"?

12. What does Sam reply to this?

-12-

XI. Read the jokes. Retell them first in direct speech, then
in indirect speech. Learn the funniest jokes by heart.

1.
Anne: Why don't you marry, Jane?

Jane: 1 will only marry a man who knows life and has
learned its sorrows.
Anne: 1 see, a widower.
2.
- So my daughter has consented to become your wife. Have
you fixed the day of the wedding?
- I will leave that to my fiancée.



son-in-law.

- Yes, I see.

- Then again my stepdaughter 1s my stepmother, isn't she?
Well, then her mother is my grandmother, isn't she? I am
married to her, am [ not? So that makes me my own grandson,
doesn't it?

4.

Two friends met for the first time in several years.

"Well, old man," one of them said, "I hear you finally got
mar ried. Congratulations, for I also hear you have an excellent
and a most accomplished wife."

"Yes, indeed," was the reply. "My wife is accomplished. She
is perfectly at home in literature, at home in art, at home in
music, at home in science, in short - at home everywhere,
except..."

"Except what?"

"Except at home."

-13-

5.
The tired-looking man sat facing the lawyer. "So you want a
di vorce
from your wife?" said the latter. "Aren't your relations
pleas ant? "Mine are," came the answer, "but hers are simply
terrible".

6.
Jane: Is the man your sister's going to marry rich?
Dick: I guess not. Every time mother talks about the
weddine father savs “voor man!”



fellow as he hung up, "I have got the wrong Mrs. Brown."

8.

A husband was going about his usual daily routine on the
morning of their 25th wedding anniversary, and his wife was
rather annoyed. "Don't you know what day this is?" she asked.

"Of course I do," he answered.

“Well, then, let’s go to some place and celebrate. Let’s do
something unusual.”

"All right," said her husband. "How about two minutes of
silence?"

9.

Sonny: Father, what do they make asphalt roads of?

Father: That makes a thousand questions you've asked today.
Do give me a little peace. What do you think would have
happened if | had asked my father so many questions?

Sonny: You might have learned how to answer some of mine.

XII. Act the scene of introductions.

Characters: Mr. White, Mrs. White, their children Tom and
Jane, Mrs. Pope, her son David. Use the following words and
phrases of introduction and greet ing in your scene.

-14-
Hello! How do you do? Glad to meet you. Let me
intro duce... May I introduce... Meet my friend... Mother, this is
David. Mrs. Pope, this is my daughter Jane.

XIII. Read the text and be ready to discuss the questions on the
reading.

THE TWO MARRIAGES



always late. They have yet to find two things they both like. He
loses everything. She finds it. She begins to read the newspaper
when he has finished with it. He opens the window when he
goes to bed. She closes the window when she gets up. She says,
"Oh, dear. This dress costs too much. I can't buy it." "He
answers, "No, it doesn't. I'll give it to you for your birthday."
"Oh, I'm old and not pretty any more," she cries. "No, you seem
as young and pretty as ever to me," he says. "John," she smiles.
"You really do like me, don't you?” “No,” he laughs. “I love

2

you.
I1

A man and a woman were seated at a table in a crowd ed
restaurant. The owner approached and inquired whether he
might seat two men at their table.

"Of course," said the man. "We'd be delighted to have them
sit here."

As the two men approached the table, the first stranger said,
"Thank you. You are kind to let us sit here."

"Are you friends," asked the second stranger, "or have you
just met?"

"We know each other very well," the man seated al the table
answered. "This is my wife."

"Yes," she sighed. "We have been married so long we think
alike, we act alike, and we are even beginning to look alike."

-15-
"We never argue," remarked the husband. "We never fight,"
said the wife.
"We always know how the other person feels," said the
husband.
"Many times we do not even need words to know what the
other is thinking," smiled the wife.



sure they must be very happy. Perhaps they are the last of the
truly happy husbands and wives." The second stranger did not
speak for a long time. Then he said, "I am nothing if I am not an
honest man! But [ am not impressed with such harmony. Why
have two? One of them is

unnecessary!”

Questions on the Reading

1. The couple at the table never argue. What does the first
stranger think of this marriage?

2. What does the second stranger think of this marriage?

3. Do you think the couple at the table are happy? Why do you

think so?

4. Mr. and Mrs. Child are different from the couple at the table.
Mr. and Mrs. Child never agree. Do you think they are happy?

5. Do you know people like Mr. and Mrs. Child?

6. Which do you think is the more perfect marriage that of Mr.

and Mrs. Child or that of the couple at the table?

XIV. a) Read the passages and retell them.

A. One day, when Kezia was kept indoors with a cold, her
grand mother told her that her father's birthday was next week,
and suggest ed she should make him a pin-cushion for a present
out of a beauti ful piece of yellow silk. Labouriously the little
girl stitched three sides.

-16-
But what to fill it with? On the bed-table in mother's
bedroom she



screamed mother. "Come straight down to the dining-room this
in stant." And she was dragged down to where father was
pacing to and fro, hands behind his back. "Well," he said
sharply. Mother explained. He stopped and stared at the girl.
"Did you do that?" -N-n-no," she whispered. "Mother, go up to
the nursery and fetch down the damned thing - see that the
child's put to bed this instant."

Crying too much to explain, she lay in the shadowed room
watch ing the evening light sift through the blinds... Then father
came into the room with a ruler in his hands. "Sit up," he
commanded, "and hold out your hands. You must be taught once
and for all not to touch what does not belong to you." "But it
was for your b-b-birth day." Down came the ruler on her little,
pink palms. Hours later, when the grandmother had. wrapped
her in a shawl, the child cud dled close to her soft body. "What
did Jesus make fathers for?" she sobbed...

B. The McDonalds lived in the next-door house. There were
five children. Looking through a hole in the vegetable garden
fence the little girl saw them playing in the evening. The father
with the baby

Mac on his shoulders, two little girls hanging on to his coat
tails, ran round and round the flower beds, shaking with
laughter. Once she saw the boys turn the hose on him - and he
made a great grab at them, tickling them until they got
hiccoughs. Then it was she de cided there were different sorts
of fathers.

b) Compare the way the children were brought up.
Comment on it.

XV. a) Translate the following sayings:
1. Necessity is a hard nurse, but she raises strong children. 2.
As the baker so the buns, as the father so the sons.
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3. You ask your friend about his (her) baby brother
(sister).

4. Two mothers speak about their sons.

5. You have a talk with your fellow-student about his (her)
biog raphy.

6. Two students (Russian and English) speak about Russian
and English marriage customs.

XVII. Questions for discussion:
1. What family is in you opinion an ideal one?
2. What are the advantages and the disadvantages of the only child?
3. How many children are you going to have?
4. What is the best age to get married?
5. Should grandparents live together with their children and
grandchildren?

XVIII. Explain the following sayings, illustrate them in situations:

1. To turn over a new leaf.
2. Cat-and-dog life.
3. To be born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth.
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